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Rev. Dr. King was first and foremost a Christian pastor.  He was ordained in 1948  (at the age of 19) and 
received his Ph.D. in Systematic Theology from Boston University in 1955.  Upon completion of his 
studies at BU, he accepted the call of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama, where he 
was the pastor from September 1954 to November 1959.  He resigned to move to Atlanta to direct the 
activities of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and serve as co-pastor with his father at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church.  In the speeches/sermons being recited today, you will hear references to the 
following scriptures:

I have a dream:
Isaiah 40:3-5:: New King James Version (NKJV)
3The voice of one crying in the wilderness:                  
"Prepare the way of the LORD;                                    
Make straight in the desert
A highway for our God.     Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech:
4Every valley shall be exalted                                       Isaiah 11:5-7 :: New International Version

5And every mountain and hill brought low;                      Righteousness will be his belt 
The crooked places shall be made straight                  and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

6And the rough places smooth;                                       The wolf will live with the lamb,
5The glory of the LORD shall be revealed,                    the leopard will lie down with the goat,
And all flesh shall see it together;                                 the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken."                     and a little child will lead them.                                                                                       

7      The cow will feed with the bear,                                                                                                                                                                                         
     their young will lie down together     

                and the lion will eat straw like the ox.     

          

    Micah 4:3-5 :: New International Version (NIV)
                3 He will judge between many peoples 
        and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. 
        They will beat their swords into plowshares 
        and their spears into pruning hooks. 
        Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
        nor will they train for war anymore. 

4         Every man will sit under his own vine 
        and under his own fig tree, 
        and no one will make them afraid, 
        for the LORD Almighty has spoken. 

5         All the nations may walk 
        in the name of their gods; 
        we will walk in the name of the LORD 
        our God for ever and ever. 

I see the promised land:

Deuteronomy 34:1-5 :: New International Version (NIV) 
1 Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top                                                 
of Pisgah, across from Jericho. There the LORD showed him the        

2whole land-from Gilead to Dan,  all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim                                           
and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western sea,                                                             
3 the Negev and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms,                                         

4as far as Zoar.  Then the LORD said to him, "This is the land I promised                                            
on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, 'I will give it to your                                   
descendants.' I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it." 
5 And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. 
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